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SUBJECT: RTG POLICY ON DEPORTATION OP INDOCHINESE REPUGEES 

REF: A. BANGKOK 1031 B. STATE 007948 

1 . EMBOFP IN WORKING LEVEL MEETING WITH MINISTRY OP INTERIOR 
JANUARY 28 HEARD REITERATION OP RTG POLICY ON ADMISSION 

OP ADDITIONAL INDOCHINESE REFUGEES TO THAILAND. COL KAMOL 
DIRECTOR OP THE DISPLACED PERSONS OPERATION CENTER (AND 
OUR CHIEP WORKING LEVEL CONTACT POR REPUGEES) STRESSED THAT 
REFUGEES ARRIVING IN THAILAND ARE AS A MATTER OP POLICY 
REGARDED AS ILLEGAL ALIENS. THE RTG HAS BEEN LENIENT IN 
ENPORCING THIS POLICY IN THE PAST BUT IS BEGINNING TO SHOW 
SIGNS OF MUCH STRICTER ENPORCEMENT. THIS IS SHOWING UP IN 
THE PORM OP A PEW DEPORTATIONS TO LAOS. KAMOL 
STRESSED THAT THAILAND WAS AT THE SATURATION POINT AND 
THAT SOMETHING WOULD HAVE TO BE DONE TO KEEP THAILAND FROM 
BEING OVERWHELMED BY REPUGEES. 

2. SPOT CHECKS BY U.S. REPUGEE OFPICER AT UDORN AND LOCAL 
UNHCR OPFICIALS IN THE NORTHEAST INDICATE THERE ARE ABOUT 
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DEPORTED TO LAOS. IT IS NOT YET CLEAR HOW MANY WERE IN 
EACH GROUP AND HOW THE DEPORTATION WAS CARRIED OUT (FOR 
EXAMPLE, ARE REFUGEES EORCED TO RETURN TO LAOS BY OEFICIAL 
CHECK POINTS OR ARE THEY PERMITTED TO EADE ACROSS THE 
RIVER?). 

3. THE UNHCR IS NOT IN A POSITION TO PREVENT EORCED 
REPATRIATION. GENERALLY, WE AND THE UNHCR HERE 

LEARN ABOUT SUCH INCIDENTS ONLY ALTER THEY HAVE OCCURRED 
AT THE LOCAL LEVEL. IT IS CLEAR THAT THE ONLY WAY TO ENSURE THAT 
A REEUGEE IS NOT DEPORTED IS EOR THE UNHCR TO GUARANTEE THAT 
THE REFUGEE WILL BE ACCEPTED BY A THIRD COUNTRY. THE UNHCR 
CANNOT PROVIDE THIS GUARANTEE WITHOUT A WRITTEN COMMITMENT 
EROM THE EMBASSY OE A THIRD COUNTRY DECLARING ITS INTENTION 
TO ACCEPT THE REFUGEE EOR IMMIGRATION. 

4. WE HAVE URGED THE UNHCR AT A MEETING, EOLLOWING THE CALL 
ON THE MINISTRY OE INTERIOR, TO DEVELOP PROCEDURES WITH THE 
RTG WHEREBY THE UNHCR WILL BE INEORMED IN ADVANCE ABOUT 
A PENDING DEPORTATION FOR THE PURPOSE OF TRYING TO INTEREST 
THE THIRD COUNTRIES TO ACCEPT THE REEUGEE. HOWEVER, 

IT IS NOT LIKELY THAT SUCH A SYSTEM CAN BE CONSISTENTLY 
IMPLEMENTED AND IT PUTS UNHCR, AND TO SOME EXTENT THE EMBASSY, 
INTO POSITION WHERE REJECTION OE A REQUEST FOR IMMIGRATION 
IS TANTAMOUNT TO ACQUIESCING IN DEPORTATION. THE UNHCR 
IS SENSITIVE TO ITS MISSION OE PROTECTING REFUGEES EROM 
DEPORTATION BUT IS REALISTIC ABOUT THE THAI PERSPECTIVE 
ON THIS. DIRECTOR UNHCR BERTA CALLED ON THE MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AEEAIRS JANUARY 28 TO STRESS UNHCR CONCERN. 

5. WE WILL CONTINUE TO MONITOR THIS SITUATION BUT WANT TO 
LEAVE THE MAJOR ACTION RESPONSIBILITY WITH THE LOCAL OEFICE OE 
THE UNHCR. THE ONLY BRIGHT SPOT THUS PAR 

IS THAT THUS FAR DEPORTATIONS ARE NOT NUMERIOUS AND CHIEFLY 
APFECT ONLY ONE NATIONALITY GROUP - LAOS REPUGEES. 
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